
 

RASPBERRY CARE GUIDE 

 

Soil: 

Normal soils which are neutral to acidic (5.5-7pH) 

Recommended soil options: 

1:1:1 peat moss:coco coir:perlite for fast growth with the frequent fertilization 

1:1:1 compost:sand:peat for intermediate growth with moderate fertilization 

1:1 compost:peat for intermediate growth with moderate fertilization 

Ordinary potting soil for low maintenance periodic fertilization 

In soil blackberries are fairly tolerant of different soil types but do best in fertile loamy soil. 

Blackberries grow well in containers and in soil. Containers should be 30-70cm deep and 30-120cm 

long. Thorny blackberries should be grown in containers to avoid the plant spreading too far. 

 

Sun: 

Raspberries enjoy sun for most of the year but can tolerate some shade. During hot bright months 

curling leaves on well watered plants are an indication of too much sun.  

 

Fertilizer: 

Fertilization is critical for good flowering, fruiting, and new growth.  

Annual mulching of 3-5cm deep layer of ordinary garden compost. 

Fertilize with fertilizer made for fruiting crops. 

Slow release inorganic fertilizers. 

During fruiting and flowering additional potassium is recommended. 

Do not repeatedly fertilize plants which are not actively growing. 

 

Watering: 

During summer water plants frequently. If a plant experiences water stress and tips of shoots wilt 

and do not recover, prune damaged growth back – this will also help stimulate new growth. 

 

Pruning: 

During winter remove all shoots which bore fruit in the previous summer: these shoots will never 

bear fruit or new shoots again. Do not tip the plants as the tips will bear fruit towards the end of the 

growing season 

Pests: 

Whitefly, fruitfly, grubs, grasshoppers 

 

Diseases: 

Botrytis (grey mould) affects fruit, particularly in storage. Raspberry rust causes circular yellow 

spores on the underside of the leaf 

 

Fruiting: 

Raspberries will bear fruit on the tips of new shoots towards the end of the growing season. They 

will bear again in summer on canes which have overwintered. 


