
BLUEBERRY CARE GUIDE 

 

 

Soil: 

Acidic well draining soils are critical for blueberry cultivation. pH range 4-5.5 

Recommended soil options: 

1. 1:1:1 peat moss:coco coir:perlite for fast growth with the frequent fertilization 

2. 1:1 peat moss:coco coir for fast growth with the frequent fertilization 

3. 1:1:1 Acidic compost:sand:peat for intermediate growth with moderate fertilization 

4. 1:1 Acidic compost:peat for intermediate growth with moderate fertilization 

5. 100% Acidic potting soil for low maintenance periodic fertilization 

Do not plant blueberries in soils with more than 15% clay! 

Blueberries grow well in round or square containers from 10-40l. If planting in soil be sure of good 

drainage, low pH, and low clay. Roots will grow 30-50cm deep in appropriate soil. 

 

Sun: 

Blueberries love full sun–the more sun the more fruit! 20% shade net can be used to protect fruit. 

 

Fertilizer: 

Fertilization is critical for good flowering, fruiting, and new growth.  

Annual mulching of 3-5cm deep layer of mixed pine chips and needles. 

Acid loving fertilizer (most fertilizers made for hydrangeas and azaleas and berries). 

Slow-release inorganic fertilizers. 

During fruiting and flowering additional potassium is recommended. 

Do not repeatedly fertilize plants which are not actively growing. 

 

Watering: 

During summer water plants frequently. If a plant experiences water stress and tips of shoots wilt 

and do not recover, prune damaged growth back – this will also help stimulate new growth. 

 

Pruning: 

After the plant has finished fruiting, cut back all shoots which had fruit, taking care not to cut deeper 

than the parts which bore fruit and all thin spindly shoots – this is a light prune. On a vigorous plant 

prune the plant down to 30-50cm every 2 years around Christmas time taking care to remove all 

shoots thinner than pencil thickness – this is a heavy prune and will stimulate long shoots that 

should bear good fruit during the next summer. 

Pests: 

Common pests of most concern are thrips, mealybug, scale, green and black aphids on new shoots, 

red aphids. 

Pests usually of low concern are whitefly, grubs, sciarid fly (fungus gnat/miggies), fruit fly. 

 

Diseases: 

Rust – orange/yellow circular patches on the underside of leaves in periods of wetness/high 

humidity. Anthracnose and Alternaria can occur. Botrytis (grey mould) can affect flowers and fruit in 

wet conditions and in storage. 

 

Fruiting: 

Blueberries bear fruit from August to February depending on variety. 


